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I Overview of the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test in 2010(December)

1. Objective
The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)will be held both in Japan and abroad to evaluate
and certify proficiency in Japanese of non-native speakers.

2. Organizer
The Japan Foundation, Japan Educational Exchange and Services (JEES)

3. Administration of the Test
JEES administers the test in Japan. Overseas, it is administered by the Japan Foundation together
with local host institutions. (In Taiwan, the Japan Foundation and Interchange Association jointly
administer the test.)

4. Outline of the Test

(1) Eligibility : In principle, applicants should be non-native speakers of Japanese.

(2) Test date : December 5 (Sun.), 2010

(3) Test sites : In Japan / 35 prefectures
Overseas / 186 cities in 57 countries and areas

(4) Test content and summary of linguistic competence required for each level:
Five levels: N1-N5. The contents of the test is shown on attached table 1 and
summary of linguistic competence required for each level on attached table 2.

5. Application Procedures
(1) In Japan

a. Application form : Standard form
b. Test fee : ¥ 5,500 (consumption tax included)
c. Application period : From August 27 (Fri.) to October 1 (Fri.), 2010

(postmarked on or before October 1)
d. Application procedure : Applicants must obtain an application form and submit it to the
JLPT Application Center.
(2) Overseas

a. Application form : Standard form or online application (some test sites)

b. Test fee : Test fee is determined by the Japan Foundation, in consultation
with each local host institution.

c. Application period : Application period is determined by the Japan Foundation, in

consultation with each local host institution.
d. Application procedure : Procedure is determined by each local host institution.

6. Announcement of Results

(1) Pass or fail for each level will be determined based on the overall pass mark and sectional
pass marks. Overall pass marks and sectional pass marks are shown on Table 3. A Score
Report will be sent to each examinee and those examinees who successfully pass the test
will receive a Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency.

(2) For an examinee who takes the JLPT abroad where the Japan Student Services Organization
(JASSO) does not administer the Examination for Japanese University Admission for
International Students, JEES will send the examinee’s score to a university or a junior
college upon request after score reports are sent to each examinee.

(3) For an examinee who takes the JLPT abroad and applies to enter a Japanese language
institute which is a member of the Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language
Education, the Japan Foundation will send the examinee’s score via the Association to a
designated institute upon request.
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Table 1 Contents of Test
Level Test Sections Test Time Scoring Sections <s§§f;r§i1"r§§>
Language Knowledge ) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) * 110 min. - :
1 Reading Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 60 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) 105 min. - :
o Reading Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 50 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 30 min. Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
3 Language Knowledge (Grammar) *Reading 70 min. Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 40 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 30 min. Language Knowledge ]
. (Vocabulary/Grammar) * 0~120 points
\4 Language Knowledge (Grammar) *Reading 60 min. Reading
Listening 35 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 25 min. Language Knowledge ]
- (Vocabulary/Grammar) * 0~120 points
- Language Knowledge (Grammar) *Reading 50 min. Reading
Listening 30 min. Listening 0~ 60 points

Total Score

0~180 points
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Table 2 Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level

Level

Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level

N1

The ability to understand Japanese used in a variety of circumstances.

Reading - One is able to read writings with logical complexity and/or abstract writings on a variety
of topics, such as newspaper editorials and critiques, and comprehend both their
structures and contents.

+ One is also able to read written materials with profound contents on various topics and
follow their narratives as well as understand the intent of the writers comprehensively.

Listening « QOne is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations,
news reports, and lectures, spoken at natural speed in a broad variety of settings, and
is able to follow their ideas and comprehend their contents comprehensively. One is also
able to understand the details of the presented materials such as the relationships among
the people involved, the logical structures, and the essential points.

N2

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations, and in a variety of circumstances to a
certain degree.

Reading - One is able to read materials written clearly on a variety of topics, such as articles and
commentaries in newspapers and magazines as well as simple critiques, and comprehend
their contents.

+ One is also able to read written materials on general topics and follow their narratives as
well as understand the intent of the writers.

Listening - One is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations and
news reports, spoken at nearly natural speed in everyday situations as well as in a variety
of settings, and is able to follow their ideas and comprehend their contents. One is also
able to understand the relationships among the people involved and the essential points
of the presented materials.

N3

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations to a certain degree.

Reading + One is able to read and understand written materials with specific contents concerning
everyday topics.
+ One is also able to grasp summary information such as newspaper headlines.
+ In addition, one is also able to read slightly difficult writings encountered in everyday
situations and understand the main points of the content if some alternative phrases are
available to aid one’s understanding.

Listening « One is able to listen and comprehend coherent conversations in everyday situations,
spoken at near-natural speed, and is generally able to follow their contents as well as
grasp the relationships among the people involved.

N4

The ability to understand basic Japanese.

Reading « One is able to read and understand passages on familiar daily topics written in basic
vocabulary and kanji.

Listening « One is able to listen and comprehend conversations encountered in daily life and generally
follow their contents, provided that they are spoken slowly.

N5

The ability to understand some basic Japanese.

Reading - One is able to read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in Airagana,
katakana, and basic kanji.

Listening « QOne is able to listen and comprehend conversations about topics regularly encountered
in daily life and classroom situations, and is able to pick up necessary information from
short conversations spoken slowly.
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Table 3 Overall Pass Marks and Sectional Pass Marks for Each Level

Scores by Scoring Section
Total Score 1 ——
anguage Knowledge . Li .
istenin
Level (Vocabulary/Grammar) Reading &
Range of | Overall Pass| Range of Sectional Range of | Sectional Range of Sectional
Scores Marks Scores Pass Marks Scores Pass Marks Scores Pass Marks
0~180 . 0~60 . 0~60 . 0~60 .
N1 points 100 points points 19 points points 19 points points 19 points
0~180 . 0~60 . 0~60 . 0~60 .
N2 points 90 points points 19 points points 19 points points 19 points
0~180 . 0~60 . 0~60 . 0~60 .
N3 points 95 points points 19 points points 19 points points 19 points
Scores by Scoring Section
Total Score 1 P
anguage Knowledge Li .
. istenin
Level (Vocabulary/Grammar) - Reading &
Range of Overal| Pass Sectional Sectional
Scares Marks Range of Scores Pass Marks Range of Scores Pass Marks
N4 0~180 90 points | 0~120 points 38 points 0~60 points 19 points
points b
N5 0~180 | g it 0~120 points 38 points 0~60 points 19 points
points points p p p p

% JLPT scores are shown as scaled scores that are obtained using the equation method.

¥ In order to pass, (1) total score needs to be at or above the point required for passing (overall pass mark) and (2) score in
each scoring section needs to be at or above the minimum point required for passing (sectional pass mark). If there is even
one scoring section where the score is below the sectional pass mark, examinees are determined to have failed, no matter
how high the total score he/she might have.
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Scaled scores|

“Scaled scores” that have been adopted starting with the new JLPT are based on a common scale in order to make
test results (scores) correspond to examinees’ Japanese-language proficiency in a more fair manner. Scaled scores
enable measurement of Japanese-language proficiency based on the same consistent standard regardless of when

the test is taken. The advantages and calculation method of scaled scores are summarized below.

[ Advantages of scaled scores]

Perfectly maintaining the level of difficulty of questions among different tests is extremely difficult even if thorough
analysis and discussion by experts are conducted during the question design phase. With raw scores, which are obtained
simply by adding the allocated points of correctly answered questions, test scores are dependent on the difficulty of
exams. When exam timing and difficulty of exam questions differ, test scores will vary for examinees with the same
Japanese-language proficiency. Since examinees’ Japanese-language proficiency as expressed in raw scores is affected
by the difficulty of exams, it is necessary to consider the possibility that raw scores do not appropriately reflect actual
Japanese-language proficiency.

On the other hand, scaled scores adopted in the new JLPT hold great benefit for proficiency measurement
methodology - “the ability to evaluate Japanese-language proficiency independently from exam difficulty and quantify
it based on a standard scale.” This characteristic allows examinees with the same Japanese-language proficiency
to receive the same scores regardless of when they take the test. The introduction of scaled scores also allows the
“difference in scaled scores” calculated for two different tests to be interpreted separately from exam difficulty
as the “difference in Japanese-language proficiency” as long as exams are for the same level and scores are for the

same scoring sections.

[ Calculation method of scaled scores]
Calculation of test scores not affected by the difficulty of exams (scaled scores) is based on a statistical test theory
called Item Response Theory (IRT). This is completely different from calculation of raw test scores based on the number
of correct answers.

Scaled scores are determined mathematically based on “answering patterns” of how examinees answer particular questions
(correctly or incorrectly). For example, a test consisting of 10 questions (items) has a maximum of 1024 answering
patterns (2'%atterns). For the scaled-score calculation process for the new test, based on these answering patterns
Japanese-language proficiency of examinees is positioned on a scale between 0 and 60 points for one scoring section
(0-120 points for Language Knowledge [Vocabulary/Grammar] + Reading for N4 and N5). Because the maximum 1024
answering patterns of a test consisting of 10 questions (actual exams have more questions) are categorized into 61
groups, scaled scores sometimes become identical for different answering patterns. Therefore, scaled scores can be
identical for two examinees even when the number of questions they correctly answer or their answering pattern does
not match. On the other hand, scaled scores may not be identical even though the number of correctly answered
questions is the same when answering patterns are different.

For more details on the calculation method of scaled scores, please refer to the following references.
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|Setting passing points

The passing standard for the new test is based on statistical analysis and designed to match that of the old test.
Examinees able to pass Levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the old test are judged to have the Japanese-language proficiency to
be able to pass N1, N2, N4 and N5 in the new test. As for N3, there was no corresponding level in the old test, and
passing scores for N3 are designed to fall between the passing standards of the old test’s Levels 2 and 3, based on

statistical analysis of Japanese-language proficiency levels for passing these levels.



