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I Overview of the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test in 2020(December)

1. Objective
The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) will be held both in Japan and abroad to
evaluate and certify proficiency in Japanese of non-native speakers.

2. Organizer
The Japan Foundation, Japan Educational Exchanges and Services (JEES)

3. Administration of the Test
JEES administers the test in Japan. Overseas, it is administered by the Japan Foundation
together with local host institutions. (In Taiwan, the Japan Foundation and Japan-Taiwan
Exchange Association jointly administer the test.)

4. QOutline of the Test
(1) Eligibility: In principle, applicants should be non-native speakers of Japanese.
(2) Test date: December 6 (Sun.), 2020
(3) Test sites: In Japan / 47 prefectures
Overseas / 90 cities in 28 countries and areas
(4) Test content and summary of linguistic competence required for each level
Five levels: N1-N5. The contents of the test is shown on attached table 1 and
summary of linguistic competence required for each level on attached table 2.

5. Application Procedures
(1) In Japan
1) Application Procedure: Application via the Internet: Applicants sign up for MyJLPT
on JEES website and register JLPT application information.
2) Test Fee: ¥5500 (consumption tax included)
3) Application period: From September 4 (Fri.) to September 17 (Thu.), 2020
(2) Overseas
1) Application Procedure: Apply by using the designated application form or via the
Internet (in certain test venue cities) according to the method
specified by the local host institution of the test venue.

2) Test Fee: Test fee is determined by the Japan Foundation, in consultation
with each local host institution.
3) Application period: Application period is determined by the Japan Foundation, in

consultation with each local host institution.

6. Announcement of Results

(1) Pass or fail for each level will be determined based on the overall pass mark and sectional
pass marks. Overall pass marks and sectional pass marks are shown on Table 3. A “Score
Report” will be sent to each examinee who took the test in Japan and a “Japanese-
Language Proficiency Test Certificate of Results and Scores” will be sent to each
examinee who took the test outside of Japan. Those examinees who successfully pass the
test will receive a “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency” .

(2) For an examinee who takes the JLPT abroad where the Japan Student Services
Organization (JASSO) does not administer the Examination for Japanese University
Admission for International Students, JEES will send the examinee’s score to a university
or a junior college upon request after score reports are sent to each examinee.

(3) For an examinee who takes the JLPT abroad and applies to enter a Japanese language
institute which is a member of the Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language
Education or a member of Japanese Language School Association, the Japan Foundation
will send the examinee’s score via the aforementioned associations to a designated
institute upon request.
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Table 1  Contents of Test
Level Test Sections Test Time Scoring Sections Range of Soores
Language Knowledge ) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) & 110 min. : :
NL Reading Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 60 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge ) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) & 105 min. : -
N2 Reading Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 50 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 30 min. Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) | 0~ 60 points
N3 Language Knowledge (Grammar) & Reading 70 min. Reading 0~ 60 points
Listening 40 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 25 min. Language Knowledge )
) X (Vocabulary/Grammar) & 0~120 points
N4 Language Knowledge (Grammar) & Reading 55 min. Reading
Listening 35 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) 20 min. Language Knowledge ]
; - (Vocabulary/Grammar) & 0~120 points
N5 Language Knowledge (Grammar) & Reading 40 min. Reading
Listening 30 min. Listening 0~ 60 points
Total Score 0~180 points
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Table 2 Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level

Level

Summary of Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level

N1

The ability to understand Japanese used in a variety of circumstances.

Reading

Listening

- One is able to read writings with logical complexity and/or abstract writings on a variety of topics, such

as newspaper editorials and critiques, and comprehend both their structures and contents.

- One is also able to read written materials with profound contents on various topics and follow their

narratives as well as understand the intent of the writers comprehensively.

+ One is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations, news reports, and

lectures, spoken at natural speed in a broad variety of settings, and is able to follow their ideas and
comprehend their contents comprehensively. One is also able to understand the details of the presented
materials such as the relationships among the people involved, the logical structures, and the essential
points.

N2

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations, and in a variety of circumstances to a certain degree.

Reading

Listening

- One is able to read materials written clearly on a variety of topics, such as articles and commentaries in

newspapers and magazines as well as simple critiques, and comprehend their contents.

- One is also able to read written materials on general topics and follow their narratives as well as

understand the intent of the writers.

+ One is able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations and news reports,

spoken at nearly natural speed in everyday situations as well as in a variety of settings, and is able to
follow their ideas and comprehend their contents. One is also able to understand the relationships among
the people involved and the essential points of the presented materials.

N3

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations to a certain degree.

Reading

Listening

+ One is able to read and understand written materials with specific contents concerning everyday topics.
+ One is also able to grasp summary information such as newspaper headlines.

-+ In addition, one is also able to read slightly difficult writings encountered in everyday situations and

understand the main points of the content if some alternative phrases are available to aid one’s
understanding.

+ One is able to listen and comprehend coherent conversations in everyday situations, spoken at near-natural

speed, and is generally able to follow their contents as well as grasp the relationships among the people
involved.

N4

The ability to understand basic Japanese.

Reading

Listening

- One is able to read and understand passages on familiar daily topics written in basic vocabulary and

kanji.

- One is able to listen and comprehend conversations encountered in daily life and generally follow their

contents, provided that they are spoken slowly.

N5

The ability to understand some basic Japanese.

Reading

Listening

- One is able to read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in hiragana, katakana, and

basic kanji.

- One is able to listen and comprehend conversations about topics regularly encountered in daily life and

classroom situations, and is able to pick up necessary information from short conversations spoken slowly.
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Table 3 Overall Pass Marks and Sectional Pass Marks for Each Level

Level Total Score Scores by Scoring Section
Language Knowledge ) . )
Overall Pass (Vocabulry/Grammar) Reading Listening
Range of Scores K Sectional P Sectional P Sectional P
Marks Range of Scores ec“&;?ks ass Range of Scores ectl’az?ks ass Range of Scores ectl&:?ks ass
N1 0~180 points 100 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points
N2 0~180 points 90 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points
N3 0~180 points 95 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points 0~60 points 19 points
Overall Pass Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) & Reading Listening

R f
ange of Scores Marks

Range of Scores Sectional Pass Marks Range of Scores | Sectiona Pass
N4 0~180 points 90 points 0~120 points 38 points 0~60 points 19 points
N5 0~180 points 80 points 0~120 points 38 points 0~60 points 19 points

% JLPT scores are shown as scaled scores that are obtained using the equation method.

% In order to pass, (1) total score needs to be at or above the overall pass mark and (2) score in each scoring section needs
to be at or above the sectional pass mark. If there is even one scoring section where the score is below the sectional pass
mark, examinees are determined to have failed, no matter how high the total score he/she might have.

| BRADFEECOVT |

G OFERO G T E K EE REHIAT OFG R 2 B £ 2. 20094F £ TOFER (IHHER) &5 H) 2 K L
BEWZ DI ESNT VT T TR XD | IHFREROLH,, 2% 3k 4 IC 5T E 2 HAGERE) =
bo7eZBRE L. ZNENES ORHERONL N2 N4 NSICHEE TELHARFEREIIZ Lo T D ERRTAZ
L AT T IR B CORISREATEAEL 20V NSO Tl IHELERD 28k & 380> & 75 4 78 K 2 3513
BHARTEREL A~V % HEH I L L IBRERO 24 & 30 & 751158 K # DB N3D 4 AL E
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\Setting Passing Points\

The passing standard for the current test is based on statistical analysis and designed to match that
of the test through 2009 (old test). Examinees able to pass Levels 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the old test are
judged to have the Japanese-language proficiency to be able to pass N1, N2, N4 and N5 in the current
test. As for N3, there was no corresponding level in the old test, and passing scores for N3 are
designed to fall between the passing standards of the old test's Levels 2 and 3, based on statistical
analysis of Japanese-language proficiency levels for passing these levels.
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Scaled Scores

“Scaled scores” that have been adopted in 2010 are based on a common scale in order to make test
results (scores) correspond to examinees Japanese-language proficiency in a more fair manner.
Scaled scores enable measurement of Japanese-language proficiency based on the same consistent
standard regardless of when the test is taken. The advantages and calculation method of scaled
scores are summarized below.

[Advantages of scaled scores]

Perfectly maintaining the level of difficulty of questions among different tests is extremely difficult
even if thorough analysis and discussion by experts are conducted during the question design
phase. With raw scores, which are obtained simply by adding the allocated points of correctly
answered questions, test scores are dependent on the difficulty of exams. When exam timing and
difficulty of exam questions differ, test scores will vary for examinees with the same
Japanese-language proficiency. Since examinees’ Japanese-language proficiency as expressed in
raw scores is affected by the difficulty of exams, it is necessary to consider the possibility that
raw scores do not appropriately reflect actual Japanese-language proficiency.

On the other hand, scaled scores hold great benefit for proficiency measurement
methodology - “the ability to evaluate Japanese-language proficiency independently from exam
difficulty and quantify it based on a standard scale.” This characteristic allows examinees with
the same Japanese-language proficiency to receive the same scores regardless of when they take
the test. The introduction of scaled scores also allows the “difference in scaled scores” calculated
for two different tests to be interpreted separately from exam difficulty as the “difference in
Japanese-language proficiency” as long as exams are for the same level.

[Calculation method of scaled scores]

Calculation of test scores not affected by the difficulty of exams (scaled scores) is based on a
statistical test theory called Item Response Theory (IRT). This is completely different from
calculation of raw test scores based on the number of correct answers.

Scaled scores are determined mathematically based on “answering patterns” of how
examinees answer particular questions (correctly or incorrectly). For example, a test consisting of
10 questions (items) has a maximum of 1024 answering patterns (2'° patterns). For the scaled-score
calculation process for the JLPT, based on these answering patterns Japanese-language proficiency
of examinees is positioned on a scale between 0 and 60 points for one scoring section (0-120 points
for Language Knowledge [Vocabulary/Grammar] & Reading for N4 and N5). Because the maximum
1024 answering patterns of a test consisting of 10 questions (actual exams have more questions)
are categorized into 61 groups, scaled scores sometimes become identical for different answering
patterns. Therefore, scaled scores can be identical for two examinees even when the number of
questions they correctly answer or their answering pattern does not match. On the other hand,
scaled scores may not be identical even though the number of correctly answered questions is the
same when answering patterns are different.

For more details on the calculation method of scaled scores, please refer to the following
references.

[References]

Tkeda, H. (1994) Gendai Tesuto Riron [Modern Testing Theory]. Tokyo: Asakura Publishing.
Toyoda, H. (2002) Komoku Hanno Riron Nyumon-hen - Tesuto to Sokutei no Kagaku [Item
Response Theory Introduction - Test and Measurement Science], Tokyo: Asakura Publishing.
Watanabe, N. & Noguchi, H. (eds.) (1999) Soshiki Shinri Sokuteiron - Komoku Hanno Riron no
Furontia [Organizational Psychology Measurement Theory - Frontier of Item Response Theory],
Tokyo: Hakuto-Shobo Publishing Company.
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Results of the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test in 2020

(December)

1. EEL - RERELW - 57

EEHNUORER
Applicants, Examinees and Certification Results

N N2 N3 N4 N5 | &t Total
,ﬁfifﬁf 44697 | 68,161 66,700 | 28,410 3,565 | 211,533
applicants (58,799) (84,278) (79,876) (31,452) (4,974) (259.379)
N%fifﬁf 38537 | 61,458| 60,324 | 25,184 20997 | 188,500
ERN examinees (52,147) (77,410) (73,354) (28,826) (4,417) (236,154)
Japan BEES 16,110 | 31,126 30,440 10,682 1082 90340
certified (14,359) (21,852) (20,322 (8,262) (2,379) (67,174)
Per’c’einige 418% | 50.6% | 50.5% |  424%|  66.1% |  47.9%
certified (27.5%) (28.2%) (27.7%) (28.7%) (53.9%) (28.4%)
ﬁfﬁfﬁf 46,704 | 59,956 45592 | 34,192| 26,170 | 212,614
applicants (89,689) (118,327) (86,307) (89,443) (74,918) (458,684)
N%fifﬁf 41,700 52618| 37,884 | 27,809 21,517 | 181,528
B examinees (75,681) (100,630) (70,540) (74,677) (60,405) (381,933)
Overseas BEER 20,160 | 32,685, 22,709 | 12,427 11,749 99,730
certified (24,953) (41,958) (28,033) (23,055) (24,784) (142,783)
Per’c’fnige 48.3% 62.1% 59.9% 44.7% 54.6% 54.9%
certified (33.0%) (41.7%) (39.7%) (30.9%) (41.0%) (87.4%)
,ﬁfiff)f 91,401 | 128,117| 112292| 62,602 | 29,735 | 424,147
applicants (148,488) (202,605) (166,183) (120,895) (79,892) (718,063)
N%ﬁffﬁf 80,237 | 114,076 | 98208 | 52,993 | 24514 | 370,028
B2 - &% | examinees (127,828) | (178,040) |  (143,894) |  (103,503) (64822) | (618,087)
Total N:’fiff)f 36,270 63,811 53,149 23,109 13,731 | 190,070
certified (39,312) (63,810) (48,355) (31,317 (27,163) (209,957)
Per:fnige 45.2% 55.9% 54.1% 43.6% 56.0% 51.4%
certified (30.8%) (35.8%) (33.6%) (30.3%) (41.9%) (34%)
;¥ Notes

1. () NRATERBHOARDOERETY.
2. RREH (LB, —MOABEBEDHLHEREBRLBEOHZEST.

1. Figures in parentheses indicate those in the same time test last year.
2. The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
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2. EhE - HhEEIREEL - TEREW
Number of Applicants and Examinees by Test Site

E - #higs N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 &ait
Countries and 4 Cities ICBEY | RREY | DEEY | ZREY | CHEY | RRER | HEN | RRER | LHEN | RREH | DEEH | ZREH
areas A B A B A B A B A B A B
JLEEK JLEE | Hokkaido 656| 533 818 590| 987| 607| 429| 308 50 36| 2940 2074
HiLHE  EFHF | Aomori 68 62 107 99| 205 183 67 59 16 12| 463 415
HFE | Iwate 71 63 137 122| 205 270 111 98 7 7] 621 560
= | Miyagi 413| 333 933| 824| 1308| 1,205 511 465 21 19| 3184| 2846
KE | Akita 44 43 56 53| 125 120 89 84 76 76| 390 376
W | Yamagata 69 61 86 77| 164 156 107 102 3 3| 429|399
B8 | Fukushima 137 132| 809| 205 609| 583 270| 251 16 16| 1,341 1277
BIEME R | Ibaraki 391 315| 806 721| 1,038 941 666 613 17 109| 3,018 2699
#A | Tochigi 364| 325 837| 762| 1,184| 1098| 595| 540 72 70| 3052| 2795
BE | Guma 268| 248 885| 829| 1684 1570 710| 626 79 72| 3626 3345
5E | Saitama 1534| 1,324| 1,190| 1,071 868| 791| 1250| 1,004 110 91| 4952| 4371
FE |Chiba 2568| 2236 3938| 3587| 2939| 2676| 1,134 990 164|  141| 10,743| 9,630
HR | Tokyo 15,608 | 13,256 | 22,634 | 19,680 10475| 9,306| 3,169| 2,665| 649| 525| 52,535| 45432
#25)1| | Kanagawa 5257| 4425| 3732| 3373| 4184| 3761| 1528| 1386 348| 272| 15049| 13217
BEEHRE 8 | Nigata 291 242| 408| 377| 424| 382| 204 191 39 35| 1,864 1,227
JtEER B | Toyama 158 144| 242| 225 54| 539| 422| 403 45 45| 1431| 1,356
ANl | Ishikawa 301 276| 339 302| 605| 575 336 311 42 39| 1,623 1503
B/ | Fukui 92 81 187 179| 338| 316 308 274 12 12| 937| 862
B{StHE (LE | Yamanashi 204 183| 263 249 178 167 146 133 18 18|  809| 750
EH | Nagano 204 181 234| 218| 376| 346 396 311 19 15| 1229] 1,071
EMR e | Gifu 269| 236| 693 631| 12307| 1,123 718| 620 74 65| 3,061 2675
%M@ | Shizuoka 673| 609| 1585| 1471| 2570| 2,385| 1,129| 1,024 197 154| 6,154| 5643
BH | Aichi 2169| 1.897| 4812 4442| 7,753| 6598| 3,127| 2,698 453| 878| 18,314| 16,013
A& =& |Mie 291 266| 770| 729| 1,280 1,180| 706| 632 76 73| 3123| 23880
Japan - e )
E#ME  #HE | Shiga 574| 513| 324 300| 665 621 462| 435 49 44| 2074 1913
= | Kyoto 1454| 1273| 1,885 1711| 1005| 928 613| 556 34 32| 4,991| 4500
ABR | Osaka 4317| 3679| 6947 6381| 5252| 4820| 1.826| 1,608 176|  143| 18518 16,631
£R | Hyogo 1,427| 1265| 2654| 2440| 2724| 2419| 897| 733 100 90| 7.802| 6,947
B |Naa 142 127 278| 262| 389| 354 193 172 16 13| 1,018 928
I | Wakayama 89 83 178 167| 185 130 107 100 9 8| 518| 488
hEMK B | Tottori 41 35 95 91 237| 231 55 52 2 2| 430 411
B# | Shimane 61 58 9 94| 246 238 70 65 10 8| 485| 463
ML |Okayama 558 |  513| 1,060| 972| 1322| 1,201 572 525 73 24| 3585 3235
[5& | Hiroshima 527| 460| 1,110| 1046| 1.893| 1,773 619 565 41 40| 4190 3884
WO | Yamaguchi 124 108| 343| 326 887| 835 232| 214 8 7| 1594 1,490
mE#HR @S | Tokushima 81 73 144 138| 208| 201 77 75 17 16| 527|503
)l |Kagawa 128 118| 354| 834| 543 513 350 336 43 39| 1418 1,340
£4E | Ehime 115 103| 227| 212| 473 437 239| 218 31 27| 1085 997
&M | Kochi 86 75 171 158 172 157 78 70 1 10| 518 470
AMBE  8F | Fukuoka 1,836| 1,643 4,132| 3888| 5055| 4752| 1,448| 1,293 92 86| 12,563 | 11,662
8 |saga 276| 246 140 136| 593| 578| 245| 234 6 6| 1,260 1,200
E#5 | Nagasaki 0 o| 283 266 251 241 316| 294 15 14| 865 815
A | Kumamoto 163 150| 385| 358 638| 612| 431 419 22 20| 1,639| 1,559
X% |Oita 171 149| 364| 340| 462| 414| 244| 217 34 20| 1275 1,140
=W | Miyazaki 17 111 264| 248| 479| 453 236| 225 15 1| 1,111] 1,048
BB | Kagoshima 122 13| 265 254| 553| 521 209| 202 10 8| 1159 1,098
AR 8 | Okinawa 188 171 461 430| 1,060| 1017 763| 698 48 46| 2520 2,362
%I’;J;;I‘Eﬁtgal 4(;222; )ctures in Japan 44,697 | 38,537 | 68,161 | 61,458 | 66,700 | 60,324 | 28,410| 25184 | 3565| 2,997 | 211,533 188,500

A: Number of applicants  B: Number of examinees
%E Notes
IREBREH (CEF. —HMORHBRHEDOHLEZRRLILEDHEST.

The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
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E - #higia N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 &t
Countries and F R Cities ICBREY | RREY | DEEY | REY | SHEY | RRER | SHEY | RRER | DHEY | RREY | DEEH | RREY
areas A B A B A B A B A B A B
ES Busan 1,654| 1,206| 1,386 966| 1,113 673 259 152 150 88| 4562| 3,085
M Jeju 150 122 125 97 98 77 26 18 9 8 408 322
& Gimhae 173 139 147 115 109 84 32 21 0 0 461 359
21 Yangsan 130 92 95 68 85 46 16 9 0 0 326 215
" KER Daegu 1,081 818 982 734 793 516 173 109 90 63| 3,119| 2240
;:Ea BE Gumi 1565 123 12 73 120 66 29 19 0 0 416 281
=] Changwon 310 227 261 179 245 131 74 43 0 0 890 580
T Jinju 15 83 93 62 91 49 52 27 0 0 351 221
Bl Ulsan 340 259 245 171 195 17 54 40 0 0 834 587
HIE Pohang 130 100 111 77 98 65 29 23 0 0 368 265
4238| 3169| 3557| 2542 2,947| 1,824 744 461 249 159| 11,735| 8,155
k(% Beijing 707 668| 1975| 1,774 0 0 0 0 0 0| 2682 2442
tim Shanghai 634 592| 1271| 1,155 631 533 0 0 0 0| 2536| 2280
Kig Dalian 2,779| 2583| 3640| 3410 344 305 78 69 70 62| 6911| 6429
M Guangzhou 9289 947 508 471 0 0 0 0 0 0| 1497 1418
S Shenyang 1,127 1,071| 1337] 1,280 439 392 150 134 150 13| 3,203 2,990
Xz Tianjin 719 687 867 818 397 324 293 202 17 82| 2393| 2113
NIVEY Haerbin 499 475 496 465 0 0 0 0 0 0 995 940
S Chongging 1,245| 1,164 855 774 300 266 76 59 38 33| 2514| 229
# Jinan 199 193 200 180 200 170 200 173 0 0 799 716
M Hangzhou 747 704 743 685 0 0 0 0 0 0| 1490 1,389
7%k Huhehaote 490 436 683 606 197 148 60 46 40 30| 1,470 1,266
BRI Suzhou 1,237| 1,158| 1,296| 1,195 748 660 592 503 385 349| 4258| 3,865
R Changsha 593 565 585 538 341 287 169 136 171 128 1,859| 1654
52 Chengdu 299 281 200 174 0 0 0 0 0 0 499 455
R Nanjing 569 530 330 305 110 97 54 49 0 0| 1,063 981
R Shenzhen 450 411 596 550 415 339 60 45 60 54| 1581| 15399
* El L] Nanchang 1200 1,136| 1,497| 1,407 956 806 148 118 0 0| 3801 3467
China AR Taiyuan 398 375 318 293 138 127 49 44 30 25 933 864
=R Ningbo 1,193 1,117 1,790| 1,658| 1,196| 1,065 500 417 298 268| 4977| 4525
i Wuxi 795 743 788 735 197 177 200 183 192 149| 2,172| 1,987
oE Nanning 445 418 715 662 140 127 60 54 30 27| 1,5390| 1,288
1 Weiang 0 0 209 196 90 78 0 0 0 0 299 274
B Yangzhou 1,783 1,648| 1,791| 1,662 997 877 400 331 397 308| 5368| 4,826
B0 Haikou 400 382 600 547 210 182 60 46 30 25| 1,3300| 1,182
B Lanzhou 180 168 119 11 118 28 30 26 30 21 477 424
RE Baoding 796 749 782 716 395 320 196 153 200 136| 2,369 2,074
il Nantong 893 809| 1,194| 1,078 599 523 397 324 399 296| 3482| 3,030
&M Fuzhou 1,973 1,803| 1,988| 1,801 498 416 297 208 196 146| 4,952| 4374
e Shaoxing 505 483 593 550 241 214 60 48 0 0| 1,399 1,295
=55 Xinyang 179 158 178 157 179 146 118 92 0 0 654 553
hE/NEt Subtotal 24,023 | 22,454 | 28,144 | 25953| 10,076| 8677 | 4,247| 3460| 2,833| 2,252| 69,323| 62,796
<hA Macau 111 100 101 87 64 54 85 69 62 52 423 362
EE  Total 24,134 | 22554 | 28,245 26,040 | 10,140| 8731| 4,332| 3529| 2,895| 2,304| 69,746 | 63,158
&t Taipei 7293| 6495| 6533| 5761 6073| 5233| 4320 3603| 2,796| 2,380| 27,015| 23472
. =1+ Kaohsiung 2325| 2,128| 2691| 2509| 2444| 2191| 1947| 1678| 1,863| 1,689| 11,270| 10,195
= At Taichung 2148| 1957| 2503| 2,295| 2464| 2176| 2108| 1843 1,700| 1518| 10,923| 9,789
Taiwan HEE Taoyuan 1,249| 1,129| 1,661| 1,505| 1,789 1584| 1538| 1,341| 1,001 949| 7,328| 6508
A 13,015| 11,709 13,388| 12,070| 12,770| 11,184| 9,913 8465| 7,450| 6,536| 56,536 | 49,964
R7 27 &b EastAsiaTotal 41,387 | 37,432| 45,190 | 40,652 | 25,857 | 21,739 | 14,989 | 12,455| 10,504 | 8,999 | 138,017 |121,277
> \./h A= Dz Singapore 45 43 56 54 48 47 79 76 60 58 288 278
Singapore
Nras Bangkok 1,175 985| 2293| 1977| 2959| 2487| 3824 3202 4674| 4131| 14925| 12,782
Frov4 Chiang Mai 62 41 158 136 331 249 683 503 752 532| 1986| 1,461
74 yrs5— Songkhla 6 5 31 26 124 110 141 124 429 384 731 649
Thailand avey Khon Kaen 40 34 123 99 0 0 0 0 0 0 163 133
sS4t 1,283| 1,065| 2605 2238| 3414| 2846 4648| 3829| 5855 5047 17,805| 15,025
7B) rt?e;f ’,7\ ::5/) VAV A g:gg;;ﬁe" 4 4 3 3 5 5 14 13 16 15 42 40
NI A Hanoi 2,157 | 1,662| 6509| 4,914| 8277| 6446| 5698 4,135 1,734| 1337 24,375| 18,494
NEFA K—FI Ho Chi Minh 1,080 896| 3507| 2976| 5460| 4653| 5033| 4247| 2,907| 2,358| 17,987| 15,130
) yFy Da Nang 214 177 663 579 650 568 686 607 277 244| 2490| 2,175
Vietnam 7T Hue 35 27 313 279 473 423 413 375 198 187 1,432| 1,291
N RFAE 3,486| 2762| 10,992| 8,748| 14,860| 12,090 11,830 | 9,364| 5116| 4,126| 46,284| 37,090
. 575> 7—)b | Kuala Lumpur 17 79 321 264 210 125 312 201 333 259| 1,293 928
VV_*7 ~Fy Penang 30 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 19
Malaysia 1= V-7 147 98 321 264 210 125 312 201 333 259| 1,323 947
T_;;? EI Fvy Vientiane 16 16 32 29 63 60 106 104 95 88 312 297
Hm7 Y7 & Southeast Asia Total 4,981| 3,988| 14,000| 11,336| 18,600 15,173 | 16,989 | 13,587 | 11,475| 9,593| 66,054 | 53,677

A: Number of applicants  B: Number of examinees

¥E  Notes

IREBREH (CEF. —BORHBRHEDOHLEZRLILEDHEST.

The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
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E - #higia N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 &t
Countries and F R Cities ICBREY | RREY | DEEY | REY | SHEY | RRER | SHEY | RRER | DHEY | RREY | DEEH | RREY
areas A B A B A B A B A B A B
T g: A= Karur 3 2 34 24 150 15| 299 235| 657 467| 1,143| 843
nai
INZEED
»957a Syh Dhaka 9 6 30 22 13 89 712 499| 2027 1240| 2,891| 1856
Bangladesh
® I’T, 17 15 % Male 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 3
Maldives
77 & South Asia Total 13 9 65 47 263 204| 1,012 735| 2684 1707| 4,037| 2702
_ TYRRY Brisbane 25 20 25 20 25 21 40 35 60 57 175 153
F=ZSU7
) =2 Perth 20 19 29 25 40 37 40 39 36 33 165 153
Australia p—
*—ZFSUTEH 45 39 54 45 65 58 80 74 96 90 340| 306
*—o5 K Auckland 12 10 33 32 27 23 7 5 19 18 98 88
Za-Y-5/K |vzurtby Wellington 6 6 12 11 18 17 18 17 9 9 63 60
New Zealand | #54 ZF+—F | Christchurch 5 4 13 13 14 13 10 9 14 14 56 53
—2-U—-5 Kit 23 20 58 56 59 53 35 31 42 41 217 201
K#FM F  Oceania Total 68 59 12 101 124 111 15 105 138 131 557| 507
RTZHHMNE
Dominican |#>hkKZ>I | Santo Domingo 2 2 1 1 18 18 20 19 28 25 69 65
Republic
FK & Central America Total 2 2 1 1 18 18 20 19 28 25 69 65
FU o= .
] Y7473 Santiago 4 4 15 14 23 19 39 33 70 59 151 129
Chile
BX & South America Total 4 4 15 14 23 19 39 33 70 59 151 129
NAhteoF Barcelona 11 10 30 27 40 a7 63 57 65 57 209 188
#7473 -7+ | Santiago de
g A, Compostela 9 9 10 7 9 8 19 16 26 22 73 62
Z’\’f RrErYy Granada 14 10 24 20 31 27 56 47 76 69 201 173
Spain SZ/UbYR | Las Palmas 0 0 8 6 4 4 9 8 1 9 32 27
N4 Valencia 10 8 24 21 26 26 35 30 51 49 146 134
ZRA VR 44 37 96 81 110 102 182 158| 229 206 661 584
T — A
Eid 7 ARIYN=T Copenhagen 15 7 30 14 16 13 17 12 17 8 95 54
Denmark
_ . Ry Paris 102 84 195 170 180 158 213 169 274| 232 964 813
AT -
France KL K— Bordeaux 15 15 25 24 38 33 23 23 39 39 140 134
752 Rit 117 99 220 194 218 191 236 192 313 271| 1,104 947
#ER &+  Western Europe Total 176 143 346 289 344 306 435 362 559 485| 1,860| 1585
WOAZRE > .
b ! FUHNY b Ashgabat 5 5 8 8 14 13 21 20 26 23 74 69
Turkmenistan
RRZ7 -
)l/j'jl::ltj- HSIKR Sarajevo 0 0 3 2 2 1 4 4 2 2 1 9
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
DS54RS | Viadivostok 25 20 51 38 64 55 81 69 101 75 322| 257
JARYENRY | Novosibirsk 14 12 41 25 66 53 83 63 110 90 314| 243
2V /HAULRY | Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 5 3 5 4 19 12 31 23 65 60 125 102
a7y FARSNY Astrakhan 1 1 1 1 7 7 8 8 17 16 34 33
Russia hY Kazan 6 6 7 5 33 27 62 55 28 26 136 119
ARO/TATRS- | Petropaviovsk-
ALFvvE— Kamchatsky 0 0 0 0 4 3 11 6 45 38 60 47
07 51 42 105 73 193 157 276 224| 366 305 991 801
EPFk &t Eastern Europe Total 56 47 116 83 209 171 301 248 394 330| 1,076 879
i k=1 Doha 1 0 3 1 6 6 13 8 1 4 34 19
Qatar
FE & Middle East Total 1 0 3 1 6 6 13 8 1 4 34 19

A: Number of applicants  B: Number of examinees

¥E  Notes

IREREH (CF. —BORHBRHEDOHLZEZRLILEDHEST.

The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
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E - #higs N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 &t
Countries and E R Cities ICBREY | RREY | DEEY | REY | SHEY | RRER | SHEY | RRER | DHEY | RREY | DEEH | RREY
areas A B A B A B A B A B A B
V7 k h40 Cairo 14 14 88 85 114 110 180 169 52 49 448 427
Egypt
TJ;?T Faz=2R Tunis 0 0 1 1 10 8 13 12 32 23 56 44
Tunisia
d7Z7UAh & North Africa Total 14 14 89 86 124 118 193 181 84 72 504 471
=3 755 Accra 0 0 1 1 1 1 41 37 39 28 82 67
Ghana
’\j—_/ akX Cotonou 0 0 1 1 4 3 10 8 22 16 37 28
Benin
NI ARNN TrEFFIUR Antananarivo 2 2 8 6 19 15 35 31 72 68 136 122
Madagascar
727VUh & Africa Total 2 2 10 8 24 19 86 76 133 112 255 217
B4 et  Total (Overseas)
[BZ%E2E8L280H - thish, 90#kT] 46,704 | 41,700 | 59,956 | 52,618 | 45,592 | 37,884 | 34,192 | 27,809 | 26,170 | 21,517 |212,614|181,528
90 cities in 28 countries / areas
&5t Total 91,401 | 80,237 | 128,117 | 114,076 | 112,292 | 98,208 | 62,602 | 52,993 | 29,735 | 24,514 |424,147 |370,028

A: Number of applicants B: Number of examinees

XiE Notes

[ZEREH IZI3. —BOHBREBOAZZRLI-EOHERT.
The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
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3. ZER EDEE
Special Testing Accommodations

BEDHIRREICDOVT., ZEREDEEZITVE Ui,
Special testing accommodations were provided for people having documented disabilities.

. REREHR
BEQHE EIJ:);?% Number of examinees THREONE
Case - Specific arrangements
Overseas | 1 | N2 | N3 | N4 | N5 | B
Total
En
0 0 0 0 0 0
BE apan EFCLBLE B
REREE P Test paper and answer sheets provided in braille
Severe | -7 | O 0 3 0 4 7 |- SRERL U ORSEXFHOMEE
visual Adjustment of the number of braille chracters per test hour
disability a5t - BIZXER Separate testing room
AEEE oa | 0] 0] 3]0 47
Visual
disability En 1 0 0 0 0 1
Japan - BIRERMEHLA Large print test paper
EEr) o 4 2 1 3 - HEBRISEOER Extended test time
o ! 2 17 | - MIEREADRE Answers written in test papers
Low vision | Overseas - HLKEEDMER Use of magnifying glasses
at - BIZ=SER Separate testing room
Af
Total 5 7 1 3 2 18
En
EEfRELE Japan 0 3 1 2 1 7
SbRE
Exemption Bk 2 3 3 0 2 10 |- EEfRERERD SR Listening section exempted
from Overseas - #EER DEMA Use of headphones and hearing aid
listening at
§ section =&
EHREE ' oa | 2| 6| 4] 2|3 17
Hearing
disability En
2ml2l2]01]0)|s5
B - ABRISEOER Extended test time
Harduof B 2 0 1 0 1 4 |- ANy R7+ > - #EERBRDER Use of headphones and hearing aid
X Overseas + AE—HN—HIDEERF Seat positioned in front of audio speakers
hearing - BIZEER Separate testing room
aft
Bola 20101109

& 2/1/0|0] 0] 3

Japan

. - FIRER#RILK Large print test paper

EEpEE B 3 4 3 P 1 13 | HEREFEDIER Extended test time
Physical disability Overseas - FIRERMADREZ Answers written in test papers
- BIZEZER Separate testing room

5|5 3]2]1]16

Total

& 1112|105

Japan

FEpEE - BIRERMEHLA Large print test paper
5 - HERFSREOER Extended test time
(LD/ADHD/AS_D %) B 1 1 4 3 5 14 | - FEERHEADEZ Answers written in test papers
Developmental disabilities | Overseas
+ Colored glasses D&M Use of colored glasses
(LD/ADHD/ASD/others) att - BIZER Separate testing room
Bt 2 2|6 |4]|5 |19

F AFICLDHME BE

En 1 1 0 0 1 3 Test paper and answer sheets provided in braille
Japan - EERBF R A 2 U ORHEXFHROBE

Adjustment of the number of braille chracters per test hour
- EEREBRD%ER Listening section exempted

p - FIRER#RHILK Large print test paper

Tofh il 1 0 2 1 2 6 |- HABREMOER Extended test time
- FIRERHADERZE Answers written in test papers
- JEREEDER Use of magnifying glasses
- #EEERDEEMA Use of hearing aid
&5t P 1 2 1 3 9 7Y RY 2 bOREE Presence of assistant
Total + AE—N—RIDEERE Seat positioned in front of audio speakers
- BIBZE% Separate testing room

Others Overseas

&7 718 |3| 4|2 24

Japan
a8 &/
Total Overseas 13 15 17 9 17 71

gt oo | 23|20 13|19 | 95

Total
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4. FHREEERE
Average Scores and Standard Deviations

AR Er/5Est N1 N2 N3 N4 N5
o . J /
Scoring sections Ovocens | Tom | mEmE | mas | mems | vos | mess | ves | mees | ves | mess
s o 293| 109| 290 M.2| 312 8.9 - - - -
(XF - 5% - E) o
Longuags Knowledge | Overseas 340 12| 351| 121| 355 100 - - - -
(Vocabulary/Grammar) | 2 31.8| 11.3| 318 120 329 96 - - - -
Em
) o 30.0| 144| 259 17| 274 8.6 - - - -
o o | 336| 143| 326| 135 343| 114 - - ] .
B 31.8| 144| 200| 130| 298| 104 - - - -
EEME (T et . . - - - -| 548| 188| 588| 208
B XK - B :
Language Knowledge O\;zz:as - - - - - - 60.0 20.6 57.9 20.9
(Vocabulary/Grammar) & pren
Reading LGhi - - - - - -| 575| 200| 580| 209
o 37.2| 104| 393 98| 388 103| 326 88| 338 9.9
EEfR 2
Litering Ovreas 332| 11.0| 358 12| 356 11.5| 296 95| 284 9.4
au 351| 109| 377 106| 376 109| 310 93| 290 9.6
o 96.5| 29.4| 941| 268| 971| 233| 873| 253| 926| 285
wanm= wot
B owness | 1008| 304| 1035 317| 1053| 284| 896| 277| 862| 283
B 987| 300| 984 295| 1003| 257| 885 266| 870 284

5. BERREREER
Highest and Lowest Scores

AR B/ 85t N1 N2 N3 N4 N5
o . J /
Scoring sections Ovorens | BiES | BES | BEs | BEA | BES | BES | BES | BSS | BES | BES
smmm o 00| 600 00| 60.0 00| 600 - - - -
(X7 - 8% - X&) o
Language Knowlodge | Overeeas 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 - - - -
&t
(Vocabulary/Grammar) | 2t 00| 60.0 00| 60.0 00| 60.0 - - - -
Er
) i 0.0| 60.0 00| 60.0 0.0| 600 - - - -
Rj';“fng o 00| 60.0 00| 60.0 00| 600 - - - -
ait
af 00| 60.0 0.0| 60.0 00| 600 - - - -
SEMW (T et - - - - - - 0.0| 1200 0.0 1200
BE - H) B :
Language Knowledge O\/}zzgas - - - - - - 0.0 120.0 0.0 120.0
(Vocabulary/Grammar) & e
Reading o - - - - - - 0.0| 1200 0.0| 1200
o 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600
EEfR Bk
Listening Ovrsees 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600
B 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600 00| 600
o 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0
wass T
T Overseas 0.0| 180.0| 150| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0
Lohl 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0 0.0| 180.0
XiE Notes

FBUNVOLBEZRERILUTOLEY,
The number of examinees who took all sections for each level are shown in the table below.

N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 &%t Total
an 38,473 61,384 60,249 25,145 2,988 188,239
st
o 41,686 52,600 37,855 27,774 21,492 181,407
as 80,159 113,984 98,104 52,919 24,480 369,646
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6. RESRRBEDMK
Cumulative Distribution of Scaled Scores

ZH e NER OB TR OB WHENANCERLZ 22T, L&, &%
BREFUC S O LR OB ERMGOZBHA OB G Z KD, TNIZ100 28T 72z [/$—%
YEANWIERL ] EMFE S, S—k v F AL VAN ZFHT S 2 LT ZBREER OB TH
GBREDNEIZV L0 HBINICHETZ L TEE T,

BlZ X, =ty 7L VBN 20TH 5 % 51, ZBREEFORTHEOEN T2 5
¥z T20%DIEIZ, 50 TH 2% DIXZHRELEFAOS £ 5 L, 100TH 5% 512
BHEEFO by T2, ThENEDSTONSL ERL £,

TERIE. REMHES—t 7 4 VIEVOMIGEZREZ R L TWES (RES A L O
F9), COFIFT7EABRBBEBMFICHRINTOLRNEREEZAHT S LT, %k
BICBIAZBEDNN— ¥ A VI 2 A T5Z L TEET T, T4, REMANIZTV
DORBEEZHLTCOH LN THNER UMBNICRLZDT, SOFI57%HioT, #EH
W ORERDOH IO 5A % WIS 5 2 LTS, SHICE D, K OREEOZEHRE LN
DN DWW TR 2 B LA REIC 2 D 37
X20164E55 1M (7TH) k0 [HARGERRDRER HROME| ITHIRT 2 NERF R

APV TIE, TR L7688 (ERRRLER<) DRBGEHFICERS

8=y A VIBRIZEIL, S oREZ GHRkengor—y 2 fHLE T,

Consider the case in which examinees are sorted in ascending order of scaled scores. Then, the

percentage of examinees with a score below any point out of the total number of examinees is

calculated, and the value obtained by multiplying the percentage by 100 is called “percentile
rank.” The percentile rank allows an individual to objectively understand his or her position
among a group of examinees.

For example, from a percentile rank of 20, an individual can infer that his or her position is
20% above the lowest score among a group of examinees. With a percentile rank of 50, he or she
is in the middle of the group, while 100 indicates being at the top of the group.

The chart below (called a “cumulative distribution map” ) shows the correspondence between
scaled scores and percentile ranks. By using this chart and scaled scores given in the Score
Report, the percentile rank of examinees in each test can be estimated. In addition, because
scaled scores for the same proficiency are the same regardless of when the test is taken,
distributions of scores from different test times can be compared using this chart. This enables
detailed analysis of tendencies of examinee groups at each testing occasion.

% Starting with the July 2016 issue of the JLPT Summary of the Results, the cumulative
distribution of scaled scores uses the data of the six latest tests including this test, in line with
the percentile rank indicated on the certificate of examinees who passed the test overseas
(excluding those who were exempt from the Listening section).

(757 D))

FDZ I 7 TR PIZIE0NZ & o722 8E
DIN— ¥ F L IIEMIZ60TT o ZHIZ.FDN =
DFEEZTHRED0%DNDE NI S LEEL |
TwEd, <

REBREMATWENI)
Cumulative Distribution of Scaled Scores(N1)

[Interpreting the chart]
The right chart shows, for example, the percentile ,
rank of an examinee with 90 points is 60. This .
means that 60% of all examinees are under

him/her.
X Notes
D571, REORESRICHTIIHMBREERLTINS,

This chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative
distribution of scaled scores.
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IN—t> &4 )VIERL
Percentile rank
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RESRBEIMRE(NNI)

Cumulative Distribution of Scaled Scores(N1)

- = ENEEHRE
Examinees in Japan

- . o BHIHRE
Examinees overseas

3
Total

0

170

RE®=

180

Scaled scores

T T L T T T T T T T T T T T T
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160
RE®BS N—t & A JVIBRL Percentile rank
Scaled scores ER Japan ;8% Overseas &5t Total
180 99.5 99.3 99.4
175 99.2 98.8 98.9
170 98.7 98.2 98.4
165 98.2 97.4 97.7
160 97.5 96.6 96.9
155 96.8 95.7 96.1
150 95.9 94.5 95.1
145 94.9 93.3 93.9
140 93.7 91.9 92.6
135 922 90.1 90.9
130 90.4 88.1 89.0
125 88.2 85.7 86.7
120 85.5 82.9 83.9
115 82.3 79.6 80.6
110 78.3 75.8 76.8
105 73.6 71.4 72.2
100 68.0 66.4 67.0
95 61.7 60.7 61.1
90 54.9 54.6 54.7
85 47.7 48.1 47.9
80 40.3 413 40.9
75 32.8 34.6 33.9
70 25.8 28.1 27.2
65 19.5 22.0 211
60 14.2 16.6 15.7
55 9.7 12.0 1.1
50 6.2 8.3 75
45 3.8 54 4.8
40 21 3.4 29
35 11 2.0 1.6
30 0.5 11 0.9
25 0.2 0.5 0.4
20 0.1 0.2 0.2
15 0.0 0.1 0.1
10 0.0 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0
0 0.0 0.0 0.0

¥E  Note J271%, REORBAMICHTIIOHMFEERL TN,
The chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative distribution of scaled scores.
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RESBSRIEBEITMR(N2)
Cumulative Distribution of Scaled Scores(N2)

- = ENEHRE
Examinees in Japan

- . o BHIEHRE
Examinees overseas

2%
Total

0

30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180

10 20
RESB=
Scaled scores
RE®BS N—t & A JVIBRL Percentile rank
Scaled scores ER Japan ;8% Overseas &5t Total

180 99.9 99.4 99.6
175 99.7 99.0 99.3
170 99.5 98.4 98.9
165 99.2 97.6 98.3
160 98.9 96.7 97.6
155 98.4 95.7 96.9
150 97.9 94.6 96.0
145 97.2 93.3 95.0
140 96.4 91.8 93.8
135 95.5 90.0 92.3
130 94.2 88.0 90.7
125 92.7 85.8 88.7
120 90.8 83.2 86.4
115 88.4 80.2 83.6
110 85.3 76.6 80.3
105 81.5 72.5 76.3
100 76.7 67.7 71.5
95 70.8 62.3 65.9
90 63.9 56.1 59.4
85 56.1 49.3 52.2
80 47.6 42.0 44.4
75 38.8 34.5 36.3
70 30.3 271 28.4
65 22.6 20.2 21.2
60 15.9 14.3 15.0
55 10.6 9.4 9.9
50 6.6 58 6.1

45 3.8 3.3 35
40 2.0 17 1.8
35 0.9 0.8 0.8
30 0.4 0.3 0.3
25 0.2 0.1 0.1

20 0.1 0.0 0.1

15 0.1 0.0 0.0
10 0.0 0.0 0.0
5 0.0 0.0 0.0
0 0.0 0.0 0.0

¥E  Note J271%, REORBSMICHTIIHMEERL TN,

The chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative distribution of scaled scores.
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Percentile rank
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Cumulative Distribution of Scaled Scores(N3)

- = ENEHRE
Examinees in Japan

- . o BHIEHRE
Examinees overseas

2%
Total

0.0
0

: : — " T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180
RE®B=R
Scaled scores
RES®=A N—t & A IVIERL Percentile rank
Scaled scores EM Japan @5} Overseas &5t Total

180 99.9 99.5 99.7
175 99.9 99.1 99.5
170 99.8 98.5 99.1
165 99.6 97.6 98.6
160 99.4 96.6 98.0
155 99.1 95.5 97.3
150 98.7 94.2 96.5
145 98.2 92.7 95.4
140 97.5 91.0 94.3
135 96.6 89.0 92.8
130 95.4 86.8 91.2
125 93.8 84.2 89.1
120 91.7 81.2 86.5
115 88.9 77.6 83.3
110 85.1 73.3 79.3
105 80.1 68.2 74.2
100 73.8 62.1 68.0
95 66.1 55.1 60.7
90 57.2 471 52.2
85 47.4 38.7 431
80 37.2 29.9 33.6
75 27.4 21.8 24.6
70 18.7 14.6 16.7
65 1.6 8.9 10.3
60 6.5 4.9 5.7
55 3.2 2.4 2.8
50 1.5 11 13
45 0.6 0.4 0.5
40 0.3 0.2 0.2
35 0.1 0.1 0.1

30 0.1 0.0 0.1

25 0.1 0.0 0.0
20 0.1 0.0 0.0
15 0.1 0.0 0.0
10 0.1 0.0 0.0
5 0.1 0.0 0.0
0 0.0 0.0 0.0

¥E  Note J271%, REORBAMICHTIIOHMFEERL TN,
The chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative distribution of scaled scores.
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20204E55 208 (12 H)

- ==
- ERRHRE
Examinees in Japan
- . e BHNREHE
Examinees overseas
3
Total
u T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180
RESB=
Scaled scores
RE®BS N—t & A JVIBRL Percentile rank
Scaled scores EM Japan @5} Overseas &5t Total
180 99.9 99.8 99.8
175 99.9 99.6 99.7
170 99.8 99.4 99.5
165 99.6 99.2 99.3
160 99.5 98.8 99.0
155 99.3 98.4 98.6
150 99.0 97.8 98.2
145 98.6 97.2 97.6
140 98.1 96.5 97.0
135 97.5 95.5 96.1
130 96.6 94.3 95.0
125 95.4 92.8 93.5
120 93.8 90.9 91.8
115 91.7 88.5 89.5
110 88.9 85.6 86.6
105 85.3 81.9 82.9
100 80.6 77.3 78.3
95 74.5 71.9 72.6
90 67.2 65.3 65.8
85 58.5 57.8 58.0
80 49.2 49.6 49.4
75 39.2 40.9 40.4
70 29.6 32.3 31.5
65 20.5 241 231
60 13.0 16.7 15.6
55 7.2 10.5 9.5
50 35 5.6 5.0
45 1.6 24 2.2
40 0.7 0.8 0.8
35 0.3 0.3 0.3
30 0.2 0.1 0.1
25 0.2 0.0 0.1
20 0.1 0.0 0.1
15 0.1 0.0 0.0
10 0.1 0.0 0.0
5 0.1 0.0 0.0
0 0.0 0.0 0.0

¥E  Note

J271%, REORBSMICHTIIHMEERL TN,
The chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative distribution of scaled scores.
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RESRIEBEDME(NS)

-— - ENERRE
Examinees in Japan
/ - - EHERE
Examinees overseas
24
Total
r T u T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180
RESB=
Scaled scores
RE®BS N—t & A JVIBRL Percentile rank
Scaled scores EM Japan @5} Overseas &5t Total

180 99.7 99.8 99.8

175 99.6 99.7 99.7

170 99.4 99.5 99.5

165 99.0 99.3 99.3

160 98.5 98.9 98.9

155 98.0 98.5 98.4

150 97.3 98.0 97.9

145 96.5 97.4 97.3

140 95.4 96.7 96.6

135 94.0 95.7 95.6

130 92.3 94.5 94.3

125 89.9 93.0 92.8

120 87.3 91.1 90.8

115 83.8 88.7 88.4

110 79.6 85.8 85.4

105 74.7 82.3 81.7

100 69.0 78.1 77.4

95 62.4 73.0 72.3

90 54.8 67.2 66.3

85 471 60.7 59.7

80 39.3 53.6 52.6

75 31.8 46.0 45.0

70 24.4 38.2 37.2

65 17.9 30.7 29.8

60 12.4 235 227

55 8.2 16.8 16.2

50 51 10.9 10.5

45 2.9 6.1 5.9

40 1.6 2.8 2.7

35 0.9 1.0 1.0

30 0.5 0.3 0.3

25 0.3 0.1 0.1

20 0.2 0.1 0.1

15 0.2 0.0 0.0

10 0.1 0.0 0.0

5 0.1 0.0 0.0

0 0.0 0.0 0.0

¥E  Note

J271%, REORBAMICHTIIOHMFEERL TN,
The chart shows curves fitted to an actual cumulative distribution of scaled scores.
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Statistics for the Tests through 2009

20204E55 208 (12 H)

= 2HE ;»Ebim?& 2 JSERE L Number of applicants SZEREEL Number of examinees $RAISZEREEL Number of examinees by test level
umoer of
Year | luly/December | countriesand | NTRerof ER [z it R EZ ait I 2% 3% 4%
areas Japan Overseas Total Japan Overseas Total Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
1984 15 21 2,849 5,149 7,998 2,546 4,473 7,019 2,314 813 1,639 2,253
1985 18 34 4,422 10,344 14,766 3,912 9,157 13,069 3,476 1,730 3,242 4,621
1986 20 38 6,208 13,549 19,757 5,584 11,948 17,532 5,053 2,229 4,597 5,653
1987 21 42 6,781 17,345 24,126 6,026 15,214 21,240 5,931 3,018 5,346 6,945
1988 22 43 10,153 20,509 30,662 8,996 17,859 26,855 8,607 4,471 6,272 7,505
1989 22 49 16,551 24,853 41,404 14,183 21,426 35,609 14,083 6,088 7,144 8,294
1990 22 50 21,341 28,673 50,014 18,167 24,620 42,787 19,189 7,338 7,597 8,663
1991 24 53 28,790 39,854 68,644 25,032 33,462 58,494 26,700 11,388 10,128 10,278
1992 26 56 33,222 47,419 80,641 28,970 39,595 68,565 31,692 13,774 12,213 10,886
1993 29 62 36,560 58,753 95,313 32,118 48,595 80,713 36,076 16,667 14,629 13,341
1994 31 67 32,471 65,155 97,626 28,672 53,655 82,327 33,919 17,531 16,269 14,608
1995 31 74 29,771 75,930 105,701 26,328 61,837 88,165 33,084 20,147 19,265 15,669
1996 32 76 28,931 85,549| 114,480 25,382 70,758 96,140 32,847 23,116 22,357 17,820
1997 31 77 30,095 92,865 122,960 26,623 77,456 104,079 33,077 25,944 24,637 20,421
1998 34 84 32,912 119,749| 152,661 29,492| 100,893| 130,385 40,082 32,509 32,376 25,418
1999 34(36) 85(87) 38,168| 157,869| 196,037 34,334| 132,241| 166,575 48,684 42,909 43,653 31,329
2000 36(37) 88(89) 45,766| 189,231 234,997 40,786 160,235| 201,021 59,997 52,580 53,062 35,382
2001 39 100 54,891| 215,961| 270,852 49,094| 178,499 227,593 73,255 58,511 58,400 37,427
2002 39 100 55,230 230,939| 286,169 48,616 193,715| 242,331 75,528 67,077 62,535 37,191
2003 39(40) | 108(109) 60,949| 260,038 320,987 54,024 215,593| 269,617 84,742 77,324 68,208 39,343
2004 40(41) | 117(118) 66,169 289,254| 355,423 58,956| 243,242| 302,198 95,211 91,253 73,277 42,457
2005 45(46) | 136(138) 68,799 351,024| 419,823 61,457 294,787| 356,244| 113,225| 111,360 82,628 49,031
2006 47(49) | 147(150) 81,522| 451,667| 533,189 72,880 364,480| 437,360| 135,348| 140,868| 105,072 56,072
2007 50(51)|159(160)| 103,259| 529,221 632,480 93,821| 430,137| 523,958| 153,860 184,003 129,236 56,859
2008 52(53)|173(174)| 121,456| 538,925| 660,381| 109,247| 449,809| 559,056 163,224 195,182 140,919 59,731
£1m 4 90 55,711 234,102| 289,813 51,371 197,370| 248,741| 113,682 135,059 - -
2009 #2E 54(56) | 208(211) | 104,091| 508,064| 612,155 95,412| 423,960 519,372| 156,723| 181,135 125,541 55,973
At 54(56) | 208(211) | 159,802| 742,166| 901,968| 146,783| 621,330| 768,113| 270,405| 316,194 125,541 55,973
A o
Persons cities
850,000 r 250
800,000 —EAEREN
750,000 Number of examinees overseas
700,000 CIENERES . r 200
650,000 Number of examinees in Japan
600,000 e R
550,000 Number of cities wh_ere
500,000 the JLPT was administered L 150
450,000
400,000
350,000 L 100
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000 [0
100,000
50,000
04 L
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
=3
year

¥:;E Notes
1. TREREH ICE, —BOHARBEDOHEZRULLEOHESD.
2. 1997FDERMEE - #IFHEIT1996FICLEN T AFRD L TNSEHD, ChEEENPEIGREENCZEICELS,
3. ( YNDHFEIEHUFEL T

4. 2009% E1E(7B)HBRIT 1Rk & 28R DI R,
1. The number of examinees includes those who took only some of the test sections.
2. The number of countries and areas in 1997 is lower than in 1996 due to return of Hong Kong to the People's Republic of China.
3. Figures in parentheses indicate the number initially projected at the beginning of the year.
4. For July test in 2009, levels 1 and 2 tests were offered.
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V. 2010 F£Hh o DEMEIAT

Statistics for the Tests from 2010

P wpm | EROEsS |REESEE] RiEmmy | cmEy | 2RER L AUVBIZEREH Number of examinees by test level
Japan/ : Number of Number of Number of
Year July/December| o oiceas cour;trréeassand cities applicants examinees N1 N2 N3 N4 N5
EA
s1m Japan 1 33 57,910 53,101 23,695 23,126 6,280 - -
B
July Overseas 13 80 203,979 169,912 62,938 74,874 32,100 - -
Total 14 13 261,889 223,013 86,633 98,000 38,380 - -
EA
wom J,aﬁ a+n 1 35 86,180 79,682 36,810 26,020 7,665 7,317 1,870
B
2010 December Overseas 57 186 355,616 305,277 87,763 91,996 45,906 41,484 38,128
-I‘%;’; 58 221 441,796 384,959 124,573 118,016 53,571 48,801 39,998
B
st J%;n 1 35 144,090 132,783 60,505 49,146 13,945 7,317 1,870
.';';al Overseas 57 186 559,595 475,189 150,701 166,870 78,006 41,484 38,128
e
Total 58 221 703,685 607,972 211,206 216,016 91,951 48,801 39,998
BN
s1m J,aﬁ an 1 34 53,920 49,957 22,782 17,957 5211 3,358 649
B/
July Overseas 20 96 249,956 212,177 76,991 79,716 29,507 15,453 10,510
Total 21 130 303,876 262,134 99,773 97,673 34,718 18,811 11,159
EA
wom Japan 1 40 76,061 70,413 33,460 21,296 7,580 6,596 1,481
20
2011 December Overseas 60 196 317,461 275,610 88,450 82,944 41,655 33,402 29,159
-Féf; 61 236 393,622 346,023 121,910 104,240 49,235 39,998 30,640
ER
e Japan 1 40 129,981 120,370 56,242 39,253 12,791 9,954 2,130
7 -2
‘I?)tal Overseas 61 198 567,417 487,787 165,441 162,660 71,162 48,855 39,669
o=
‘I%:; 62 238 697,398 608,157 221,683 201,913 83,953 58,809 41,799
B
Japan 1 39 59,850 55,904 24,142 18,843 6,878 5,116 925
B i) 22 103 234,899 202,943 69,082 69,418 31,942 18,590 13,911
July Ov‘eﬁrgeas
%:; 23 142 294,749 258,847 93,224 88,261 38,820 23,706 14,836
EA
som Japan 1 42 72,518 67,199 30,296 19,612 9,422 6,562 1,307
B
2012 December Overseas 61 201 283,795 246,123 75,250 69,790 39,763 31,620 29,700
Total 62 243 356,313 313,322 105,546 89,402 49,185 38,182 31,007
EA
e J;aﬁ;ln 1 42 132,368 123,103 54,438 38,455 16,300 11,678 2,232
'?(I)tnal Overseas 63 205 518,694 449,066 144,332 139,208 71,705 50,210 43,611
%f; 64 247 651,062 572,169 198,770 177,663 88,005 61,888 45,843
5L
w1 J%;n 1 42 64,680 60,368 25,117 19,712 9,337 5,297 905
July Ov’i@eas 21 101 230,739 198,962 65,225 64,885 32,895 19,941 16,016
Total 22 143 295,419 259,330 90,342 84,597 42,232 25,238 16,921
ER
som Japan 1 44 75,468 69,463 28,929 21,211 11,501 6,430 1,392
-2
2013 Decomber | _Overseas 63 202 | 279995| 242,282 71,490 64,989 41,129 32,752 31,922
1‘%{’; 64 246 355,463 311,745 100,419 86,200 52,630 39,182 33,314
EA
ast J:aﬁ;*n 1 44 140,148 129,831 54,046 40,923 20,838 1,727 2,297
‘E):al Ov'i'geas 64 206 510,734 441,244 136,715 129,874 74,024 52,693 47,938
.Féf; 65 250 650,882 571,075 190,761 170,797 94,862 64,420 50,235
B
e o 1 45 71,306 66,382 24,395 20,855 13,749 6,208 1,175
B/
July Overseas 23 105 240,782 206,961 64,409 64,699 35,251 22,944 19,658
Total 24 150 312,088 273,343 88,804 85,554 49,000 29,152 20,833
EA
som J,aﬁ in 1 45 86,186 78,836 27,309 25,548 16,767 7,516 1,696
B
2014 December Overseas 65 208 283,619 242,503 66,610 63,494 42,642 34,265 35,492
.F;Jf; 66 253 369,805 321,339 93,919 89,042 59,409 41,781 37,188
B
ast Japan 1 45 157,492 145,218 51,704 46,403 30,516 13,724 2,871
CH ‘o
Total Overseas 66 213 524,401 449,464 131,019 128,193 77,893 57,209 55,150
-‘I%f’; 67 258 681,893 594,682 182,723 174,596 108,409 70,933 58,021
ER
s1m Japan 1 45 90,065 83,592 24,971 26,788 20,867 9,332 1,634
-2
Juy Overseas 28 115 | 253,981 | 215,705 60,642 64,764 38,489 27,241 24,569
%T; 29 160 344,046 299,297 85,613 91,552 59,356 36,573 26,203
EA
wom J%;n 1 45 109,676 100,477 29,305 33,374 24,683 10,969 2,146
2015 December Ov'i'ieas 65 209 296,530 252,745 64,355 65,804 45,589 38,566 38,431
.Féf; 66 254 406,206 353,222 93,660 99,178 70,272 49,535 40,577
ER
st 4%?;” 1 45 199,741 184,069 54,276 60,162 45,550 20,301 3,780
‘I?):al Overseas 68 219 550,511 468,450 124,997 130,568 84,078 65,807 63,000
A
Total 69 264 750,252 652,519 179,273 190,730 129,628 86,108 66,780
BN
s1m Japan 1 45 121,539 113,227 27,810 36,525 34,368 12,547 1,977
% 31 119 268,135 227,852 59,790 68,642 41,816 30,498 27,106
July Ovzrzeas
-F;Jf; 32 164 389,674 341,079 87,600 105,167 76,184 43,045 29,083
B
som Japan 1 45 145,201 132,911 34,065 45,687 36,536 13,937 2,686
B
2016 December Overseas 69 217 331,419 281,812 64,866 74,949 52,404 44,393 45,200
%f; 70 262 476,620 414,723 98,931 120,636 88,940 58,330 47,886
EA
st J;aﬁ;n 1 45 266,740 246,138 61,875 82,212 70,904 26,484 4,663
%tnal Overseas 73 228 599,554 509,664 124,656 143,591 94,220 74,891 72,306
'F(lafa\ 74 273 866,294 755,802 186,531 225,803 165,124 101,375 76,969
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& S5 B/ B iﬁ}ﬂzbﬁ%& i | SEEEK ZEREN L ARIVAIZERZ S Number of examinees by test level
Ye July/D b Japan/ coul:::l]'ieesr:nd Number of Number of Number of
ear uly/December| 5y erseas areas cities applicants examinees N1 N2 N3 N4 N5
ER
. Japan 1 47 152,267 141,176 31,677 47,316 44,847 14,809 2,527
E a5 35 127 314,140 262,930 63,021 80,933 50,635 36,193 32,148
July Ovzrfeas
'Etﬁal 36 174 466,407 404,106 94,698 128,249 95,482 51,002 34,675
En
wom Japan 1 47 181,203 165,500 39,616 57,374 48,471 16,759 3,280
B
2017 December Overseas 76 226 379,501 317,774 69,322 86,145 60,855 51,643 49,809
Total 77 273 560,704 483,274 108,938 143,519 109,326 68,402 53,089
ERA
st J%;” 1 47 333,470 306,676 71,293 104,690 93,318 31,568 5,807
‘I?):al Overseas 80 239 693,641 580,704 132,343 167,078 111,490 87,836 81,957
Toml 81 286 | 1,027,111 887,380 203,636 271,768 204,808 119,404 87,764
ERN
1 Japan 1 46 182,828 169,176 36,791 54,619 58,126 16,737 2,903
E a5 40 135 361,361 300,903 68,235 89,320 58,417 42,468 42,463
July Ovi'geas
Total 4 181 544,189 470,079 105,026 143,939 116,543 59,205 45,366
Jlil:qn 1 47 213,252 195,754 43,589 66,200 62,627 19,481 3,857
20 a5 76 232 410,559 343,241 71,416 94,099 64,907 57,009 55,810
2018 December Overseas
OE
%:al 77 279 623,811 538,995 115,005 160,299 127,534 76,490 59,667
Bl 1 47 396,080 364,930 80,380 120,819 120,753 36,218 6,760
Japan
P E
Bt 5t 85 249 771,920 644,144 139,651 183,419 123,324 99,477 98,273
Total O\ﬁ'ieas
-?O: 86 296 | 1,168,000 | 1,009,074 220,031 304,238 244,077 135,695 105,033
ERN
. Japan 1 47 220,500 202,931 42,997 64,503 68,231 23,115 4,085
El a5 46 147 423,604 347,517 73,863 99,931 68,019 56,616 49,088
July Ovirfeas
-Fgf; 47 194 644,104 550,448 116,860 164,434 136,250 79,731 53,173
E 1 47 259,379 236,154 52,147 77,410 73,354 28,826 4,417
Japan
2 5 75 238 458,684 381,933 75,681 100,630 70,540 74,677 60,405
2019 December Overseas
O
%{j 76 285 718,063 618,087 127,828 178,040 143,894 103,503 64,822
EA 1 47| 479879| 430085| 95144| 141913| 141585| 51941 8,502
Japan
P E
= 5t 86 260 882,288 729,450 149,544 200,561 138,559 131,293 109,493
Total O\ﬁ'ieas
.I'f:): 87 307 | 1,362,167 | 1,168,535 244,688 342,474 280,144 183,234 117,995
ER
Japan 1 47 211,533 188,500 38,5637 61,458 60,324 25,184 2,997
2020 H20E a5 28 90 212,614 181,528 41,700 52,618 37,884 27,809 21,517
December Ovirieas
%: 29 137 424,147 370,028 80,237 114,076 98,208 52,993 24,514
A — R R o mmEREn —— s #h
Persons Number of examinees overseas Number of examinees in Japan Number of cities where the JLPT was administered Cities
1,200,000 350
1,150,000
1,100,000
1,050,000
1,000,000 300
950,000
900,000
850,000 250
800,000
750,000
700,000 200
650,000
600,000
550,000
500,000 150
450,000
400,000
350,000 100
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000 50
100,000
50,000
0 0
BB A|IE| B E|E|E| & E|FE|E|E|EE|E|E| G | E| || E |G| E|E |G| #
12 (& v 2 (s v 2 (s 1|2 (& |1 |2 (& [T |2 & |1 |2 & |1 |2 & [1 |2 [&][1 2] 2
B | = E | = B | = E | = B | E E | = E | E | | = B | E E | = G =
Year
20105 201 & 20125 20135 20145 20155 2016 20175 20184 20195 20204
¥E Notes

1. 2010F $E1E (7 B) HERIEN1~N3DHENE,

2. 2020F B1E (7H) HBRIILHRATHLE,

1. For July test in 2010, N1,N2 and N3 tests were offered.

2. July test in 2020 was cancelled at all testing sites in Japan and outside Japan.
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