Three JLPT test-takers living in
Japan talk about Japanese lan-
guage, culture and the JLPT!

Gateway, to Education

Empoyment

L: Initially | studied Japanese on my own. | started
studying Japanese seriously after entering college.
O: | also started studying Japanese in college. In
German schools, there weren’t many opportunities
to study Japanese.

L: | studied Japanese literature at college. They
didn’t let you graduate unless you passed JLPT

Fascinating Japanese

[Ex}l sdressions

L: Japanese is difficult because there are lots of am-
biguous expressions. Even at work, sometimes |
don’t know what my colleagues are trying to say.
Like, what exactly do you mean by “that may be
s0”?

O: True. Unlike German and English, verbs come at
the end of the sentence in Japanese, so you don’t

I §he More You Know

L: The four seasons in Japan are beautiful —cherry
blossoms in the spring, fireworks in the summer,
autumn leaves in the fall, and snow in the winter. |
enjoy the differences and changes of each season.

O: There are many things you won’t be able to
know unless you live here. | briefly stayed in Kyoto

Japanese-Language
Proficiency
Test
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Oliver Kuehne(0O): I've been a big fan of Japanese
anime and manga since | was little. In Germany,
Japanese animes are shown on TV everyday. When
| was five, | loved “Heidi,” but at the time, | didn’t
know it was a Japanese anime. Later when | found
out, it made me want to learn more about Japanese
pop culture and to study the language and traditional
culture of Japan.

Ratna Sari (R): Animes and dramas are also popu-

Level 1 (old test).

R: The JLPT qualification was also very important
when | applied to the company that | will start work-
ing at next month.

L: Companies almost always ask about JLPT when
you apply for a job in Japan.

R: To work in Japan, the JLPT qualification is the
second most important thing after your passport!

O: | had to pass the N2 level or higher in order to
come to study in Japan.

R: The qualification is also important when going
back home to find a job, since there are many Japa-

know what the other person is trying to say until he
or she finishes talking.

R: | love Japanese onomatopoetic expressions. |
had no idea what the difference was between “pika
pika” and “kira kira.”

L: There is no such a distinction in Taiwan, either.

O: Same in German. But | think | understand the
implications of such subtle differences in expres-
sions. | think it’s amazing that a concept that would
require an exhaustive description in German can be
expressed using a single sentence in Japanese. My
favorite Japanese expressions are the seasonal

before my current stay, and | thought that there were
lots of temples and old buildings everywhere in
Japan, just like in Kyoto. The sight of all the Tokyo
skyscrapers was so different from Kyoto and gave
me a culture shock.

R: |1 did a home-stay before, and | was so happy that
my home-stay family treated me like a real family
member. The Japanese mentality and etiquette that
they taught me have benefited me to this day.

L: Before coming here, | didn’t know that there were
so many festivals in each region.

R: Me neither. In Indonesia, there are no town festi-
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lar in Indonesia, such as the anime “Doraemon” and
the TV drama “Oshin.” | always imagined Japanese
people to be hard-working and serious like the main
character of Oshin.

Lo Pei Wen (L): When | was in high school, Japa-
nese dramas starring Takuya Kimura were popular
in Taiwan. Also, Japanese home appliances are very
popular. | grew up surrounded by Japanese appli-
ances, such as rice cookers, refrigerators, and air
conditioners. | started studying Japanese because |
wanted to be able to read the manuals for the appli-
ances.

nese companies in Indonesia. My friends are study-
ing hard too, since your salary differs depending on
the level you pass. With the JLPT qualification, it
must be a great advantage.

O: | feel that the Japanese | learned for the JLPT is
more practical and useful for my life here in Japan
than the Japanese | learned at school in Germany.
R: Since | started studying for the JLPT, I've been more
and more able to understand the Japanese news.

greetings at the beginning and end of letters. There
are greetings for each season; for instance, in the
summer, you can say “the summer heat is still
intense.”

R: Indonesia does not have four seasons like Japan,
so there are no seasonal greetings.

O: Germany has four seasons, but in letters you get
to the point straight away. But it feels friendlier to
have such a greeting before you start writing. | feel
that you develop closer ties with another person
when acknowledging that you live in the same
season.

vals, so the “bon odori” that is held almost weekly in
neighborhood parks in the summer surprised me.

O: The more | learn about regional traditions, culture,
and history in Japan, the more interesting it gets.
Right now, | am interested in Japanese historical
novels and dramas. | passed the N2 level, and can
understand daily conversation and contemporary
dramas. | am now studying to pass the N1. My next
goal is to understand the NHK historical dramas!
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Oliver Kuehne (30)

From Muinster. Likes Japanese
manga and anime. Studies Oki-
nawan literature at the Graduate
School of Waseda University .

Ratna Sari (29)

From Jakarta. Came to Japan in 2008.
Will join a printing company in Saitama
next month. Wants to serve as a
bridge between Japan and Indonesia.

Lo Pei Wen (30)

From Taipei. Moved to Japan in
2011 after working life in Taiwan.
Currently working in Tokyo. Likes
to visit festivals on weekends.

D EC_1 (sun) *Some cities only offer one date. Contact the city’s host institution for details.

The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test is a test to evaluate and certify Japanese language proficiency for non-native speakers. In addition
to evaluating language skills, it is used for various purposes, such as gaining admission to schools, finding a job, getting a raise or promotion,

and getting qualifications, etc. Japan Educational Exchanges and Services conducts the test in Japan, and the Japan Foundation conducts
the test overseas with the cooperation of local host institution. In Taiwan, the JLPT is co-organized with Interchange Association.

the Official Worldwide JLPT Website—

JAPANFOUNDATION
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