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The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test
Understanding JLPT Certificates

The Japan Foundation
Japan Educational Exchanges and Services

Those who took the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (hereinafter referred to as “JLPT”) in Japan will receive a
Score Report. Those who took the JLPT overseas will receive a Certificate of Result and Scores. Successful examinees
will receive a Certificate of Proficiency for the level taken. Regarding the methods for scoring and determining pass/
fail, please refer to the following for additional information.

1. Notification of test results: Understanding Certificate of Result and Scores

Results of the JLPT are given according to scoring sections. Scoring sections are different from test sections. N1, N2 and N3
have three scoring sections, and N4 and N5 have two scoring sections.
Scores by scoring section is located on the front page and Reference Information is located on the back page.
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¢ If an examinee misses a required test section, scoring is not conducted and he/she is judged to have failed. The examinee
will receive a Certificate of Result and Scores™ ' yet it does not show scores for any test section, including those that have
been taken. Scores are shown as asterisks (for example **/60) in the score columns.

%1 A Certificate of Result and Scores will not be issued to those who did not take the test.

3% JLPT scores are shown as scaled scores. Please see the Official Worldwide JLPT Website
(https://www.jlpt.jp/e/about/points.html) for details of scaled scores.

#From the JLPT held in July 2016, a percentile rank is indicated on the certificate of examinees
who passed the test overseas, showing the percentage of examinees with a score lower than yours
in the six latest tests, including the one you took. Please refer to the same JLPT website at
https://www.jlpt.jp/e/guideline/results.html ?pScanchors5.
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2. Pass/fail determination (overall pass marks and sectional pass marks)

In the JLPT, pass/fail is determined by the examinees’ total score and also their score for each scoring section. In other
words, the total score needs to be at or above the point required for passing (overall pass mark), and scores of individual
scoring sections need to be at or above the minimum point required for passing (sectional pass marks). Overall pass marks

and sectional pass marks for each level are shown in the table below.
(All scores are scaled scores.)

Level Total Score Scores by Scoring Section
Range of | Overall (I#élé%aﬁirl}%rg})x}gdmgﬁ ) Reading Listening
Scores  [Pass Marks| Range of | Sectional | Range of | Sectional | Range of | Sectional
Scores |[Pass Marks| Scores |Pass Marks| Scores |Pass Marks
N1 Op;irllkt;so 100 points goir?tg 19 points goin6t(g 19 points goir?tg 19 points
N2 Op;hlfso 90 points 8(;“6;3 19 points g;nGg 19 points g(;r?tg 19 points
N3 O oim | 95 points| 080 | 19 points | 0760 | 19 poines | 80 | 19 points
R§lg§fe;? ¢ Pa?g’le\;[{:llrlks Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) &Reading . Listening% -
Range of Scores Sectional Pass Marks éiggreegf pifé‘ﬁ?ﬁlg
N4 Op'(‘)‘il!l§s() 90 points 0~ 120 points 38 points g(;r?tg 19 points
N5 Op;hlfso 80 points 0~ 120 points 38 points g(;r?tg 19 points

$%The above standards were adopted beginning with July test in 2010 (December test in 2010 with N4, N5).

3. Reference information

(1) JLPT Can-do Self-Evaluation List

The list summarizes "what successful JLPT examinees of each level think they can do in Japanese," based on self-
evaluation survey results. The list can be used as a reference to help examinees and others get an idea of "what successful
examinees of a particular level can do in Japanese." The list is available on the Official Worldwide JLPT Website

(https://www jlpt.jp/e/about/candolist.html).

(2) Cumulative distribution of scaled scores and percentile rank

You can find out your approximate position (percentile rank) in all of the examinees who took the six latest tests by looking
at the graph called “cumulative distribution of scaled scores.” The graph will be available on the Official Worldwide JLPT
Website (https://www.jlpt.jp/e/) about 4 months after the test day.
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